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Objectives

• Status of published soil survey and 
ecological site information in Nevada

• What is a “provisional” ecological site 
description (ESD)?

• How can ESD’s help you?

• Where can I find this information?
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Soil map of Nevada – Completed 10/2025

• Sheldon Antelope Refuge (Klamath Falls SSO)

• Toiyabe National Forest, Central Part (Minden SSO)

• Death Valley National Park (Victorville SSO)
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Provisional Ecological Site Initiative

• Completed in 2025

• Bring sites up to Provisional 
publication standards

• Provisional sites are 
scientifically rigorous

• Provisional sites are public

(MLRA = Major Land Resource 
Area)

ESD ESG

MLRA 22A 13

MLRA 23 26 21

MLRA 24 45

MLRA 25 74

MLRA 26 100

MLRA 27 59

MLRA 28A 88

MLRA 28B 23

MLRA 29 46

MLRA 30 350
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What is a Provisional Ecological Site?

• Site Characteristics: physiographic, climate, soil, 
and water features

• Plant Communities: plant species, vegetation 
states, and ecological dynamics

• Site Interpretations: management alternatives for 
the site and its related resources

• Supporting Information: relevant literature, 
information and data sources
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State-and-Transition Models

• Provides actionable information about 
the ecological dynamics, the processes 
and mechanisms of ecosystem change, 
and management actions that can be 
used to influence change 

• Developed using relevant published 
literature, expert knowledge, field data, 
existing inventory/datasets
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How do Ecological Sites Help Me?

• Understand capability to respond to 
management activities or disturbance

• Conservation planning
• Reclamation/rehabilitation
• Wildlife habitat
• Monitoring
• Assessment
• Resource inventory/evaluating alternatives
• Management decisions

• Contractors
• Predict potential site conditions
• Draw boundaries
• NEPA
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Accessing ES Data through Web Soil Survey



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

EDIT –Ecosystem Dynamics Interpretive Tool
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EDIT –Ecosystem Dynamics Interpretive Tool
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EDIT –Ecosystem Dynamics Interpretive Tool
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Infilling by Pinyon?

From Ecological Dynamics section:



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

SoilWeb for 
Google Earth

• Developed by UC Davis with 
NRCS assistance

• Multiple applications

• Links soil survey directly to 
EDIT

• User friendly interface
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Nevada ESD “2-pager”

• Description of ecological 
sites

• Summary of publication 
status in Nevada

• How to access information 
online
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Contact Information

▪ Chris Savastio, State Soil Scientist, Nevada NRCS
▪ Chris.Savastio@usda.gov

Web Soil Survey: 
https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.

usda.gov/ 

EDIT
https://edit.sc.egov.usda.gov/

Ecological Site Descriptions - An 
Interdisciplinary and Interagency Effort (8 

Session Webinar Series): 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-

assistance/technical-assistance/ecological-
sciences/ecological-site-descriptions

mailto:Chris.Savastio@usda.gov
mailto:Chris.Savastio@usda.gov
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