UPDATE AND
ANALYSIS OF
WESTERN OIL

AND
WESTERN GOLD
EXPLORATION

Background:

March 2019 SETT first contact w/ proponent

SETT provides comment on EA 11/15/19

Recommending both potential pads be incorporated and
winters seasonal restrictions to be enforced

SETT provides to BLM and proponent the estimate for
exploration mitigation of 5.66 acres (four debits)

SETT provides additional comments to EA on 02/06/20 for
final EA

Decision Record published April 2020

January 2020 Western Gold Exploration provides Notice
for 1.82 acres of disturbance directly overlapping well pad
35-1 (Western Qil)



ANALYZING THE
AREA FOR

MITIGATION
PURPOSES

Western Qil Exploration authorized for up to 5.66 acres of new disturbance in
the EA

Western Gold Exploration authorized for 1.82 acres of new disturbance
through a “Notice”

Sites are overlapping but not concurrent for drilling timelines and preparation

Each project was authorized different ingress and egress using White Pine

County roads (BLM ROW)

Western Gold first began exploration activities late spring/early summer
2020 (no seasonal restriction)

Western Oil had seasonal restrictions associated with their EA that did not
allow activities to begin until August 15 (one-month waiver for LBR June 15 —
September 15)

SETT made aware of potential trespass on Hamilton Credit Project (Part of
Kinross’ Tumbling JR Ranch credit site)

Road conditions were so poor that it will likely require drones with gps to
accurately account for total disturbance

Coordination with various local, state, and federal agencies
(White Pine County, NDEP, NDWR, SEP, NDOM, BLM)

Ascertaining which party is responsible for the associated disturbances
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Sacy Hol, Ely BLM
Ely BLM 702 N. Industrial Way
02 N. Industrial Way e Ely, NV 89301 Dear Mr. Ortega:
Ely, NV 89301 - Ortega:
. I am notifying you and the BLM that Western Oil ion's proposed disturbance of timaled
‘The Sagebrush Ecosystem Technical Team (SETT) would like to provide an overview of the permanent Dear Ms. Arbogast, !ﬁmomp}mmmllmgmmmmmmmmmmh proposed
Dear Ms. Holt, ‘mitigation regulations recently adopted and requirements of the State of Nevads conceming disturbances Thank you for the ity to provid e Preliminary Envi 1A sctivity per the for impacts 1o sape-grouse habitat as stipulated by
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the Prelinsinary Environmental Assessment for "'W'"W“W“ﬂmm"'dwmmlm “""'!"'m}im"m Westem il Exploration Appllcullmforl’tmltlohll Scott Federal #25-1 and #35-1 (DOIBLM- Nv- Nevada SmeReaMmmm 252.480. Please s the accompanying leter provided on January 3,
Western Oil Expleration Application for Permit to Drill Scott Federal #25-1 0il Well (DOI-BLM-NV- evident o the SETT that there has been some T conceming the CCS LOOD-2018-0002-EA). 2020, that details thy i of both exp production wells for oil and gas.
L010-2020-0002-EA). and the application of the i lation and | Id"' id: Jarifi
. . . = spplcaienofthemiiion o ; The Sagebrush Ecosystem Technical Team (SETT) appreciates the incorporation of our suggested ‘The final Environmental Assessment for Westem Qil Exploration’s exploration well pads 23-1 and 35-1
The Sagebrush Ecasystem Technical Team (SETT) is aware tht the project propanent has also submitted The Statc of Nevada has developed mitigation requi o address impacis from language inta this PEA. Due to the change in acreage of the exploration, from less than five acres fo 5.66 consists of approximately 5,66 acres, which requires miligation for direet impacts prior to any suthorized
0 AFD:oc o Pefes 1931, whieh s pot anlyoed it (s BA. The EETT stougly erecucapey anthropogerie disnubances to rulermmummhmmmmﬂeebm exnsystem. acres, the SETT suggests minor langes Lo the exiting language in the PEA. The SEC recenty approved distrbance. We srongly urge thst a noice 1o proceed be wiitheld by the BLM for this poject unil this
o Tl 21 nd 31 fc Macorpaeuics in ond NEFA getion [ erdeets sdamaaly, Tmpacts to habitat il b analyzed using the Nevads Conservation Credit System’s (CCS) ehanges 1o the CCS regarding credit phasing, We suggest the following revised language (0 replace the issue is resolved, and the miiraurs iigation required hes been satsficd
analyze and eddress the direct and indirect impacts associated with these well pads. Hilnlulﬂlnnri—ﬁnum Tool (HQT). “GRSG HQT Analysis” on Page 24 in Section 3.2.5 is provided below to capture these changes:
TheSE‘I'I‘hw.jwm Mhﬁlhelanwmdﬁcriﬁu&ewenflﬁe Conservation Credit System ) ) “Oil and gas exph five acres b yzed using the Habitat Quandfication Tool (HQT) Plusumlmalyu_l'urlw convenience to discuss acquiring credits 1o offset the 5.66 acres of
(CCS) and Habitat Quantification Tool {HQT). The EA states on page 20: Asy?ulfuwm.moclnhnr_?‘,mlg the Sagebrush B\_:n_syﬂmfmncnadnpuhpenmm regulation or mitigated for using the Conservation Credit System (OCS) as outlined in Nevada State Regulation, wnh licabl law may result in suspension or revocation of existing:
“1Fthe well was defermined {0 b productive, Westar ofl wowid be required o coordinate with (Legistative Council Bureau File Number RI24-15) outlining sagebrush ecosysiem miligation Legislative Council Burcau File No. R024-19. I curmulative exploration sctvites fom the Proposed i or delay
e sh Ecosystem Technical Team (SETT) to determine if the Conservation Credit requirements. It was |ater approved by the Legislative Comumission and filed with the Secretary of State Action and any subsequent explaration (even if ineluded in separate NEPA) exceed five acres,
System (CCS) is appropriate to mitigate for direct and indirect anthropogenic disturbances.” on Ociaber 30, 2015. This permanent regulation has replaced the temporary mitigation regulation that compensatory mitigation would be required using the CCS. As identified by the BLM in the
q 4 y o e was adopled in April 2019, preliminary EA, the proposed exploratien is 5.6 acres, which will require compensatory mitigation Sincerely,
The SETT would like to clarify that the CCS is not optional, as can be implied from the statement above, for the proposed action, If the exploratory well{s) gn inio production, Wester 0l would be required Ty
if an anthropogenic disturbance qualifics to be analyzed and mitigatcd for within the OCS. This State regulatien requires mitigation for direc and indirect impacts From CCS defined ant i o continue coordinating with the Sagebrush Feosystem Technical Team (SETT) o develop additional
. A . ar disturbances {see CCS Scientific Methods Document, Table 2). There was & significant change in the mitigation through a mitigation plan to offset the impacts of any wells put into produstion.. Any
On October 3%, 2019, permanent regulation Council B File Number R024-19) cutl; % e y B e
dgccsﬁdmh.wﬁmu:ndng‘;yleMEm Cm:il_m.m);;;':hug PMMIWIMMWM&;WM Ol Exploration and its proposed exploration well additional exploratory drilling within the project area would slso require coordination with the SETT.
Legislative Commission and filed with the Secretary of State on October 301, 2019, This permanent pads. B mining, oil, gas,etc) greater than five acres of surfice ‘The CCS requires a least one-third (1/3) of the mitigation obligarion {debits) to be acquired p from
regulation s replaced the lemporary mitigation regulation that was adopted in April 2019. disturbance will require compensatory mitigation for direct impacts. However, if proposed exploration is ‘before any ground disturbance; the remaining two-thirds (273) efthe mitigation obligation may be
“Thi on requires ym on for di including oil nd gas, as well as for less than five acres but located within sage-grouse habitar, mitigation is not required but this does not satisfied within s 10-year period following the first offset, IFcredit phasing is selected and all Relly Mictimtan
explocation activities, including cil Mﬂ&ﬂﬂ prcaler than five peres. pvedumlnpm,m pmpmemﬁmmullmg‘dth the SETT during the NEPA process. It is the SETT's miligation i€ not completed up front, a mitigation plan will need to be completed in coordination with Program Manager
: the most recent Envi for exploration well pads 25-1 and 35-1 the SETT prior to any ground disturbance. Sagebrush Ecosystem Program:
Currently, Westem Oil's surface disturbance for #25-1 and #33-1 well pads is under five acres and will consist of approximately 5.66 acres, which would require mitigation for direct impacis,
not require mitigation; however, the SETT requests continued involvement during the exploration phase :\l:t;;m] e wnwhnmw HQT dumpmlymr». wwowd wl?ﬁ Scoit Federal wells #25-
anal; ject | l i is modified and has the ial of less than fi nio tion, the project would proposed Ce: Jared Byb
Z“'dygewﬂ;?mm ST L S L T poientialio r:qr‘:::nﬁmwn I‘“?TWUM’) mel |:'::::..m p'I:lhls case, the Milsnolllupwducim dm Ind indirect impagis ulculnedmte HQT resulted in 4,622 tem Associate Dil:i:( Manager
praject propanent would be required to continue coordinating with the SETT to develop a mitigation plan m“‘ de‘ estimaie ::!‘:‘G 100% Hl:mlll Nﬁyzmwﬁaf:;ﬂﬁmm ::m"p Ely District Office, BLM

to offset the impacts of the Proposed Action using the HQT. If eredits were secured to offset the

CORRESPONDENCE WITH BLM AND

WESTERN OIL




OVERVIEW MAP OF
THE AREA

& -__Hwyﬁn

e
-
p Route 1177 \
11 - Il
- .'-
. Route 5,
|-III
; f{
. ]
Historic Lincoln Highway o
| e g
- P Disturbed Credit
Western Oil Drill i
site and Access ; '
Road s
Route 1177 ."
|'Il
rllrl'
- A - Disturbed Road
IIIF
Routz 1204 B oisturbed Credit site
0 1 2 3 . || Routes
T — | GEBCO.
Miles 0.1 Hwy 50
™ Op=nTiee




ACCESS ROAD TO
HAMILTON (TJR)
CREDIT SITE













Route 1177 )

HISTORIC LINCOLN \
HIGHWAY

Historic Lincoln Highway

¢ (= WA L EY
ekl " Category

- Westemn 0il Drill Site
Disturbed Road
Westerm Oil Well Pad 35-1 and -

Access Road - Disturbed Credit Site

0O 06 12 18 | I Route s

e
~Sowroes: E|

e i X :

Crcinano J

I e Slnae







o

i s

R




WP ROAD 1177
ACCESS ROAD TO
WELL PAD 35-1

Historic Lincoln Hi

Western Oil Well
Pad 35-1

Western Oil Well Access Road l

Western Oil Well

- Disturbed Road
- Disturbed Credit Site

0.15 0.3 045 -
MRS | el Hwy 50

Cp-an Siraa|



















,i«'r L
-
-
e
¥

o m—,

2 4
e
P b <
2 ¥,




	Update and Analysis of Western Oil and �Western Gold Exploration
	Analyzing the Area for Mitigation Purposes
	Correspondence with BLM and Western Oil
	Overview Map of the Area
	Access Road to Hamilton (TJR) Credit site
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Historic Lincoln Highway
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	WP Road 1177�Access road to well pad 35-1�
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

