
UPDATE AND 
ANALYSIS OF 
WESTERN OIL 
AND 
WESTERN GOLD 
EXPLORATION

Background:

March 2019 SETT first contact w/ proponent

SETT provides comment on EA 11/15/19

Recommending both potential pads be incorporated and 
winters seasonal restrictions to be enforced

SETT provides to BLM and proponent the estimate for 
exploration mitigation of 5.66 acres (four debits)

SETT provides additional comments to EA on 02/06/20 for 
final EA

Decision Record published April 2020

January 2020 Western Gold Exploration provides Notice 
for 1.82 acres of disturbance directly overlapping well pad 
35-1 (Western Oil)



ANALYZING THE 
AREA FOR 
MITIGATION 
PURPOSES

Western Oil Exploration authorized for up to 5.66 acres of new disturbance in 
the EA

Western Gold Exploration authorized for 1.82 acres of new disturbance 
through a “Notice”

Sites are overlapping but not concurrent for drilling timelines and preparation

Each project was authorized different ingress and egress using White Pine 
County roads (BLM ROW)

Western Gold first began exploration activities late spring/early summer 
2020 (no seasonal restriction)

Western Oil had seasonal restrictions associated with their EA that did not 
allow activities to begin until August 15 (one-month waiver  for LBR June 15 –
September 15)
SETT made aware of potential trespass on Hamilton Credit Project (Part of 
Kinross’ Tumbling JR Ranch credit site)

Road conditions were so poor that it will likely require drones with gps to 
accurately account for total disturbance

Coordination with various local, state, and federal agencies
(White Pine County, NDEP, NDWR, SEP, NDOM, BLM) 

Ascertaining which party is responsible for the associated disturbances



CORRESPONDENCE WITH BLM AND 
WESTERN OIL



OVERVIEW MAP OF 
THE AREA
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