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STATE OF NEVADA
Sagebrush Ecosystem Program

SAGEBRUSH ECOSYSTEM COUNCIL
STAFF REPORT
MEETING DATE: February 13, 2014

DATE: January 9, 2014
TO: Sagebrush Ecosystem Council Members
FROM: Sagebrush Ecosystem Technical Team

Telephone: 775-684-8600

THROUGH: Tim Rubald, Program Manager
Telephone: 775-684-8600, Email: timrubald@sagebrusheco.nv.gov

SUBJECT: Discussion and consideration of possible revisions to the Wild Horses
and Burros section of the Nevada State Alternative in the BLM/ USFS
Sub-regional EIS.

SUMMARY

This item requests SEC direction to revise the current Wild Horses and Burros section
of the State EIS Alternative. The SETT will work with various stakeholders to gain
input on best available science, suggested revisions, and pertinent citations that might
provide greater detail and specificity on the State’s goals, objectives, and management
actions, to provide a greater likelihood for the State Alternative to, at least in part, be
selected as the preferred alternative.

PREVIOUS ACTION

March 27, 2013. The Council directed the SETT to meet with USFWS and NDOW
staffs to discuss the USFWS comments on the Nevada State Plan and report back to
the Council.

April 22, 2013. The Council directed the SETT to further develop the Nevada State
Plan and the EIS Alternative to incorporate the concerns expressed by the USFWS.

July 30, 2013. The Council adopted the Sagebrush Ecosystem Strategic Detailed
Timeline, which included revision of the State Plan/ EIS Alternative.

BACKGROUND

As currently written (see Attachment 1), the Wild Horses and Burros section of the
State Alternative in the EIS is generally inadequate for the purpose of outlining the
needs of the State and provides little direction to the BLM and USFS beyond managing
and maintaining these animals to Appropriate Management Levels (AML), which is
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equivalent to current BLM management policy (or the No Action Alternative).

During the next month, until mid-March, 2014, the State has an opportunity to solicit
input to incorporate additional goals, objectives, and management actions to better
reflect the State’s concerns and incorporate best available science that will strengthen
the State Alternative and provide a greater likelihood for the State Alternative to, at
least in part, be selected as the preferred alternative.

FISCAL IMPACT

There are no fiscal impacts to the State.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the SEC direct the SETT to work with various stakeholders to revise
the Wild Horses and Burros section of the State EIS Alternative.

POSSIBLE MOTION

Should the SEC agree with the staff recommendation, a possible motion may be:
“Motion to direct the SETT to work with various stakeholders to revise the Wild Horses
and Burros section of the State EIS Alternative and bring a revised version to the SEC
for review and possible approval.”

Attachments:

1. Wild Horses and Burros section of State Alternative as originally submitted to
the BLM
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Wild Horse and Burro

TMA-11: Manage wild horses at Appropriate Management Levels (AML) to avoid and minimize impacts to SGMAs. (2012
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Management — Plan)

Federal Agency Actions TMA-11.1: Maintain wild horses at appropriate management levels in designated herd management areas (HMA)
throughout SGMAs. (2012 Plan)
TMA-11.2: Evaluate conflicts with HMA designations in SGMAs and modify Land Use Plans and Resource Management
Plans to avoid negative impacts to Sage-Grouse. If necessary, resolve conflicts between the Wild and Free Roaming Horse
and Burro Act and the Endangered Species Act. (2012 Plan)
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